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Homeowners should give due consideration to whether or not plants 
are considered invasive species before introducing new plants on their 
properties. According to the National Ocean and Atmospheric Admin-
istration, invasive species of plants can lead to the extinction of native 
plants and animals. Invasive plant species also can reduce biodiversity 
and cause significant fundamental disruptions to local ecosystems. 
Though non-native plants are often cherished for their unique looks, 
homeowners planting new gardens or supplementing existing gardens 
with new plants are urged to plant only native species. Such an ap-
proach benefits plants and also local wildlife that depends on native 
plant species for food and cover.

Did you know?
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Bain’s Greenhouse and Farms is 
working year round for your garden

Taking care of the family business is 
often seen as a rite of passage. For the 
Bain family, that business is a greenhouse 
and farm.

Founded in 1972 as a simple farm by 
Joe and Frances Bain, Bain’s Greenhouse 
and Farms has grown and evolved over 
the years and now has three generations 
living on the farm and working to fill the 
variety of roles in the operation of the 
family business. 

“We wanted an environment where we 
could focus on family and teach our kids 
the value of a good work ethic,” Bain said. 
“We love being able to work outdoors, 
spend time with family, and be a part of 
something that betters the community.”

Joe and Frances, the first generation, 
help to care for the grow room, wash 
produce, and assemble hanging baskets 
in the greenhouse that was added to the 
farm in 1992. Brent and Mary Crys, the 
next generation of Bains working the farm, 
take care of the day-to-day operations 
including planning and marketing, while 
the third generation – Aleni, Abigail, Eli-
jah, Isabella, and Sadie help with potting, 
watering, harvesting, loading orders, and 
waiting on customers. 

“Many people think of greenhouse sea-
son as April through June, but, the truth 
is, greenhouse and farming are year-round 
endeavors,” Mary Crys explained. “While 
most of our plant sales take place during 
this time, seeding and cuttings are largely 
done December through February, with 
some started a year or more in advance.  
When summer arrives, we move into pro-
duce, clean-up, and ordering for next sea-
son.  Fall brings mums and pansies, supply 
deliveries, and winter preparations at the 
greenhouse.  Winter starts the seeding 
process all over and is also a time for fenc-
ing and working with our livestock.”

The focus for Bain’s Greenhouse and 
Farms is on plants that perform well in the 
Middle Tennessee area, with top sellers 
being geraniums, wave petunias, and bed-
ding as well as vegetable flats. The farm 
offers a large variety of vegetables, herbs, 

hanging baskets, perennials, and a wide 
assortment of bedding annuals. 

“We rotate in new items every season 
and try to include novelties such as cat-
erpillar-like chenilles, sensitive plants that 
respond to touch, pineapple lilies, etc.,” 
Mary Crys explained. 

The future of Bain’s Greenhouse and 
Farms is primed to grow and prosper 
for generations to come, and the vision 
for the future is something that moves, 
changes, and evolves almost daily. 

“It’s a moving goalpost,” Mary Crys 
said.

 She and her husband, the planning and 
marketing duo for the farm, are consider-
ing adding a Christmas tree farm in the 
future, along with the possibility of a berry 
patch, restaurant, botanical gardens, or 
other agri-entertainment ventures. 

“As the next generation grows up, their 
desire to stay with the family business (or 
not) and their interests will play a large 
part in our future direction,” May Crys 
said.

Bain’s Greenhouse and Farm is located 
at 1076 Green Rd., in Rock Island, and is 
open 8 a.m.-6 p.m., Monday-Saturday, 
starting in April. Home delivery options 
are available through their website http://
www.bainsgreenhouse.com 

RACHEL AUBERGER
contributor
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Buds and Blooms 
has grown with the 
community

One of White County’s favorite places 
for plant enthusiasts started as a hobby 
but over the past 15 years has grown to 
something much more. 

“We had no intention of getting this 
big, but, as time has gone by, it is some-
thing that just happened,” Allen Selby, 
owner of the family-owned and operated 
greenhouses that are tucked into White 
County on Old Smithville Highway, said. 
“Buds and Blooms Greenhouses started 
in October 2005 when my oldest son 
Trey built two 20’x100’ hoop houses, 
finishing them in December.”

The Selbys began selling plants the 
following spring, and they haven’t looked 
back. 

“That first year, I think we had 50 
Boston Ferns and 100 hanging baskets, 
and maybe 400 flats of annuals,” Selby 
reminisced. “I can remember the first 
day that we surpassed $100 in sales for a 
single day. We were all impressed.”

Over the next few years, Buds and 
Blooms continued to grow, and more 
greenhouses were built as the Selbys 
rode the momentum built on the excite-
ment of that first year.

That momentum came to a sudden 
halt when a tornado ripped through 
Buds and Blooms, in 2017. 

“We lost three greenhouses com-
pletely and it damaged three others,” 
Selby said. “But, with the help of family, 
we were able to move all of the plants we 
still had to Jimmy Denton’s Woodpecker 
Greenhouse. He held the plants for us 
until we were able to rebuild.”

And rebuild they did. The Selbys went 
to work repairing and rebuilding. By Jan-
uary 2018, they were able to bring their 
plants back home and start growing the 
year’s crops. 

Crops is a small word for a big op-
eration that happens at the Buds and 
Blooms Greenhouses. The operation has 

grown from a few plants, in 2005, to a 
long list of flowers, plants, seedlings, 
and trees. 

“We produce somewhere around 400 
flats of annuals and around 500 flats of 
perennials,” Selby said. “We grow about 
5,000 succulents and carry in the neigh-
borhood of 1,500 Boston ferns and 200 
hanging baskets of annuals.

“We also grow several hundred mixed 
containers and over a thousand flats of 
garden vegetables. We also carry a wide 
variety of tropical/house plants that 
would make almost 2,000 pots. We are 
a retailer of Weeks Roses and also carry 
Knockout Roses.

In the fall, Selby estimated that Buds 
and Blooms grows 6,000 mums and as-
sorted annuals as well as selling between 
7,000 and 8,000 pumpkins. 

“We are also planning on growing 
poinsettias this year,” he said, because 
adding new things to their lineup is what 
has kept things fun at Buds and Blooms 
over the years. “We hope to have them 
available in late November.”

Keeping things fun and finding new 
ways to encourage the community to 
enjoy their greenhouses is something 
that has been in the thoughts of the 
Selby family. 

“Last year, we put on a couple of 
classes: one succulent class and another 
mixed-container class,” Selby said as he 
talked about opportunities they provid-
ed for friends to gather and enjoy a few 
hours creating their own arrangements. 
“Both were really well received, and we 
hope to do that again this year. We want 
to add some other experiences that I 
think everyone would enjoy.”

While educating attendees to the 
classes was fun for the staff at Buds and 
Blooms, Selby said  they know everyone 
doesn’t have the time for that, and the 
greenhouse offers a service for those 
people who want to use flowers and 
foliage to decorate their porches, decks, 
patios, and homes. 

“A lot of customers are unsure of 
what to plant or they don’t have the time 
to plant their containers, so we offer 
the service of doing it for them,” Selby 
explained. “They drop off their pots, or 
we have pots for sale, and give us some 
information: colors they want, types of 
plants, amount of sun vs. shade it will 
receive. We will pick the plants and fill 
the pots with soil and set the plants. 
The customers can return in a few days 
and pick up their new pot, ready to be 
displayed.”

Local plant enthusiasts and home-
owners aren’t the only ones who visit 
Buds and Blooms Greenhouses, however. 

“We also grow tens of thousands of 
plants for landscapers and other retail-
ers from Indiana to Alabama,” Selby 
said and then talked about the newest 
expansion. “In July 2021, we purchased 
a greenhouse operation from an existing 
business. It is an internet business.”

The Selbys now own a second busi-
ness, Tristar Plants, that houses and sells 
over 300 variations of trees, bushes, 
berries, and garden items to custom-
ers who purchase them through their 
website tristarplants.com or a variety of 
other platforms including Amazon, Etsy, 
eBay, Pinterest and Facebook Market-
place. 

“This business takes us from being a 
local company to becoming a national 
company with sales in all of the 48 con-
tinental United States,” Selby said. “It is a 
huge learning curve for us. It is a totally 
different way of doing business.”

When asked about what is next for 

the not-so-small family-owned opera-
tion, Selby was quick to say that the 
brakes are on. 

“Right now, expansion is not a word 
we use. We are tired,” he laughed. “In 
2021, we built four greenhouses, and 
in 2022 we have added six more and 
moved over 20,000 pots of trees and 
bushes, so we need a break.”

But Selby also added that he’s never 
saying never. 

“Honestly, the possibilities are there. 
We take several phone calls a week from 
businesses looking for someone to grow 
plants for them,” he said. “So, time will 
tell.”

For the Selbys, what started as a hob-
by and became a passion is something 
for which they will forever be indebted 
to the community that surrounds them.

“We are grateful for the business the 
people of the community bring to us, 
and we thank each one who has visited 
Buds and Blooms,” Selby said. “We love 
what we do and hope to be here for 
years to come.”

Selby said seeing the smiling faces 
and watching people enjoy their green-
houses makes all the work worthwhile. 

“We invite you to come out and visit 
us,” he said. “You don’t have to buy any-
thing, just come and walk the houses and 
enjoy the plants anytime. Take pictures – 
we have prom photos and wedding and 
other occasions done here frequently. 
We just enjoy people.”

And plants. It is safe to say the Selbys 
enjoy both people and plants and mostly 
enjoy sharing plants with people. 

RACHEL AUBERGER
contributor
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Roberts Bros. Landscaping brings a lifetime 
of experience to your landscaping projects

Roberts Bros. Landscaping may have 
been making sure properties around the 
Upper Cumberland look great and stay 
healthy for the past 22 years, but they 
bring an entire lifetime of experience 
with them each time they head out. 

Having a family whose heritage is in 
farming, Jerry Roberts doesn’t remem-
ber a year when he wasn’t out working 
on the land in some way. In fact, by the 
time he was just 7 years old, Roberts 
landed his first paying job helping an el-
derly neighbor manicure her yard.  When 
he was 10, Roberts, with the help of his 
father, Vivian, and his brother, Jason, 
began mowing the property at the Old 
Bon Air Cemetery.

Despite his experience and early start, 

mowing and lawn management took 
a back seat to farming and the more 
lucrative growing of crops of tobacco 
as Roberts grew older. But, as all things 
do, tobacco farming ran its course and, 
as health concerns arose, the need for 
endless crops of tobacco declined, and 
Roberts shifted gears again. 

In 2000, Roberts, who had never 
completely forsaken his lawn care busi-
ness, turned his attention to making 
Roberts Bros. Landscaping a full-time 
business and added commercial proper-
ties to his resume. The business, which 
at first centered around White Coun-
ty, grew rapidly. Roberts expanded his 
property management to surrounding 
counties, eventually reaching out as far 
as Fayetteville, Tennessee, and stretch-
ing into southern Kentucky. 

Being no stranger to hard work, Rob-

erts worked from daylight to dark, mow-
ing as many as 500 acres a week as 
Roberts Bros. Landscaping managed the 
lawn and grounds maintenance of air-
port properties, city properties – includ-
ing mowing rights of way, gated commu-
nities, apartment complexes, and private 
residential properties. 

As with all of his work, Roberts took 
the job of caring for properties to a new 
level and moved Roberts Bros. Land-
scaping past just a mowing and trim-
ming service. The company provides 
mulching or rocking landscape areas, 
new home lawn installs such as seed-
ing and strawing, sodding, and tree and 
plant installation, and soil sampling. They 
also offer pressure washing, irrigation 
systems, and hardscaping, as well as 
building retaining walls. In addition, they 
offer other general maintenance services 

such as bush hogging, general skid steer 
work, erosion control, fencing, and even 
snow removal in the winter months. 

In recent years, Roberts Bros. Land-
scaping has been voted Best of the Best 
several times and has had one of the 
yards they maintain featured on the front 
of a well-known magazine. 

As is typical of small-town communi-
ties, as well as among professional or-
ganizations, word of mouth goes a long 
way, and the pride that Roberts puts 
into his work has carried his company 
over the years. It is something that he is 
counting on to continue as his son, now 
11, has already been learning the tricks 
of the trade as well as the value of hard 
work and how to nurture both the land 
and the relationships that the family 
business has spent years building. 

RACHEL AUBERGER
contributor
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White County Farmers

You do not have to be a member to shop here.You do not have to be a member to shop here.
A FULL GREEN HOUSE • SEEDS • EARLY PLANTS A FULL GREEN HOUSE • SEEDS • EARLY PLANTS  

  271 Mayberry St. • Sparta • 836-2278 
Mon-Fri. 7 am-4:30 pm; Sat. 7 am-noon

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram at whitecountyfarmers
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What to know before planting 
around your property

When planning a landscape, itÕs 
tempting to pick the most colorful, vi-
brant plants. An eye-popping property 
filled with yellows, purples, pinks, and 
other bold colors is sure to catch anyo-
neÕs eye. However, the right plant for a 
property is not always the most colorful. 

Gardening novices can easily be over-
whelmed on a trip to their local garden 
center, where employees may ask a host 
of questions that have little to do with 
homeownersÕ preferences and every-

thing to do with the growing conditions 
around their properties. Those questions 
may seem a little intense, but theyÕre 
well-intentioned. Successful gardening 
is more about soil conditions and access 
to sunlight than it is about the plants 
themselves. An awe-inspiring hydrangea 
bush will only impress if itÕs planted in a 
location where it can thrive. 

The Landscape, Nursery and Urban 
Forestry program at UMass Amherst 
Extension advises homeowners to learn 

about the following site conditions, and 
ultimately share that knowledge with 
local garden center representatives, be-
fore they pick and plant anything around 
their properties. 

• Hardiness zone: The Plant Hardiness 
Zone Map from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture is designed to help garden-
ers determine which plants are most 
likely to thrive where they live. The map 
can be found on the USDA website at 
www.usda.gov.

• Light availability, intensity, and du-
ration, from full sun to deep shade: Prior 
to planting, homeowners can document 
this information in a notebook or on their 
smartphones. Do so for a long enough 
period of time that you can get an ac-
curate of idea of the conditions in which 
plants will have to grow, and then take 
that information with you to the garden 
center where you will buy your plants. 
Employees can then use this info to help 
you find the right fit given the light con-
ditions.

• Water availability, both quantity and 
quality, as well as ease of access

• Exposure to wind and temperature 
extremes

• Exposure to weather events, snow 
loads, erosion, and flooding: Garden cen-
ter employees can likely recommend 
plants based on traditional weather pat-

terns in a given area.
• Soil type, drainage and compaction: 

Homeowners can take note of any areas 
of their property where water pools or 
the ground feels especially soggy after 
rainfall. Share this information with gar-
den center employees prior to picking 
plants for such areas. If soil appears 
compacted, aeration prior to planting 
may be necessary.

• Competition from existing vegeta-
tion, keeping in mind the roots under-
ground that you canÕt see

• Above ground wires or obstructions: 
Trees will grow up, and the presence of 
power lines or other obstructions may 
threaten the trees or prove dangerous if 
trees eventually grow into or hang over 
power lines.

Knowledge of various conditions prior 
to planting can save homeowners the 
cost of replacing plants and the hassle of 
dealing with plants that don’t take.
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8 essential garden 
tools for beginners

The right tool for the job is essential 
to working safely and efficiently. This is 
as true in the workplace as it is in the 
garden. 

Novice gardeners may not know 
where to begin in regards to which tools 
they need. The following are eight items 
that can serve as a solid foundation for 
beginning gardeners. 

1. Gloves: Your hands will be working 
hard, so it pays to protect them from cal-
luses, blisters, splinters, insects, and dirt. 
Look for water-resistant gloves that are 
also breathable. 

2. Hand pruners: Hand pruners are es-
sential for cutting branches, cleaning up 
shrubs, dead-heading flowers, and vari-
ous other tasks. Choose ergonomic, no-
slip handles that will make work easier. 
Rust-resistant, nonstick blades also are 
handy.

3. Wheelbarrow: A wheelbarrow can 
transport gear to garden beds or tote 
dirt, leaves, rocks, and other materials 
around the landscape. A good wheelbar-
row is strong but light enough to maneu-
ver when full.

4. Loppers: Long-handled loppers will 
fit the bill for thick branches. The long 
handles provide leverage to cut through 
branches an inch or more in diameter.

5. Hand trowel: A hand trowel is a 

handy tool that lets you dig holes or 
unearth weeds. While shopping for a 
trowel, consider getting a hand-held gar-
den fork, which can aerate soil and cut 
through roots. 

6. Hose/watering can: Keeping gar-
dens hydrated is part of ensuring their 
health. That makes a hose and a watering 
can two invaluable tools to have around. 
Invest in a lightweight, expandable hose 
if storage space is at a premium. An 
adjustable nozzle will enable you to cus-
tomize the water flow as needed. A wa-
tering can is an easy way to tote water to 
hard-to-reach pots and containers.

7. Garden kneeler: Gardeners often 
bend and kneel while working in the 
soil. That puts pressure on the back and 
knees. A comfortable garden kneeler 
with memory foam or one made from 
shock-absorbing material can reduce 
aches and pains.

8. Garden hoe: Garden hoes till soil, 
remove weeds and perform many other 
tasks. A garden hoe can be used along 
with a full-sized shovel, trowel and gar-
den rake.

This list is just the tip of the garden 
tool iceberg. Visit a garden center and 
speak with a professional about other 
tools that can be added to the mix.

Signs of winter lawn damage
Mother Nature can be harsh on a lawn, 

and it’s up to homeowners to nurse their 
lawns back to health after they endure 
the elements. ThatÕs often the case 
when winter ends and homeowners un-
cover signs of damage to their lawns.

Homeowners cannot begin to repair 
winter lawn damage until they learn to 
identify it, and the following are some 
telltale signs that winter took a harsh toll 
on a landscape.

• Wilted grass: Many things can cause 
grass to wilt over the course of winter, 
so homeowners may have to put on their 
sleuthÕs cap to determine why grass 
that was healthy as recently as late fall 
is now wilted as the spring bloom be-
gins. Grass thatÕs adjacent to walkways 
and driveways might have wilted due 
to the application of de-icing solutions. 
Such products can prevent the forma-
tion of ice on driveways and walkways. 
However, when theyÕre tracked onto 
the grass by people or animals or blown 
there by winter winds, grass can wilt. A 
deep watering in spring can flush any lin-
gering solution from the lawn. In future 
winters, homeowners can be as careful 
as possible when applying de-icing solu-
tions, making a concerted effort to avoid 
spreading any onto the grass and limited 
applications to areas of the driveway and 
walkways that are not close to the grass.

• Brown patches: The National As-
sociation of Landscape Professionals 
notes that brown patches in a lawn of-

ten develop after heavy snowfall. Such 
patches tend to develop where large 
piles of shoveled snow were deposited, 
so homeowners can inspect alongside 
driveways and walkways. The NALP ad-
vises homeowners to rake away part of 
the brown patches first. If green tissue 
is emerging beneath, then the lawn will 
likely be fine in due time. However, if the 
area beneath is not green and surround-
ing areas are already turning green, 
homeowners may need to rake up dead 
tissue before applying topsoil to the 
affected spots. Once topsoil is spread, 
some grass seed can be spread and the 
grass should regain its green glory.

• Gray or pink grass: Another indica-
tor of winter lawn damage linked to snow 
is gray or pink grass. The NALP reports 
that this is a byproduct of snow mold 
caused by lingering snow. Action may be 
unnecessary, as the NALP notes these 
circular patterns often go away on their 
own. If not, raking the affected areas 
might be enough to get the lawn on the 
road to recovery. If the issue continues 
to linger after raking, a topsoil applica-
tion and subsequent seeding may be 
necessary.

These are three common signs of win-
ter lawn damage in areas where snowfall 
is significant during the coldest months 
of the year. Homeowners concerned 
about their damaged lawns are urged to 
contact a local landscape professional to 
correct any issues that linger into spring.
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The dos and don’ts of 
fire pits

Many homeowners relish any oppor-
tunity to retreat to their back yards, 
where they can put up their feet and 
relax in the great outdoors. That retreat-
like escape is made even more relaxing 
when sitting around a fire pit.

Fire pits can be found in millions of 
suburban backyards across the globe. 
Fire pits have become so popular that a 
2016 survey of landscape architects con-
ducted by the American Society of Land-
scape Architects revealed they were 
the most sought after outdoor design 
element. Fire pits remain wildly popular 
a half decade after that survey. Home-
owners who are only now joining the fire 
pit revolution can keep these dos and 
don’ts in mind as they plan their summer 
s’mores sessions.

DO keep the fire pit a safe distance 
away from the home. Fire pits should be 
located a safe distance from the home 

at all times, but especially when theyÕre 
in use. Home design experts recom-
mend keeping fire pits a minimum of 10 
to 20 feet away from a house or other 
structure, such as a shed or a detached 
garage. The further away the fire is from 
houses and other structures, the less 
likely those structures are to catch on 
fire.

DON’T place the fire pit beneath trees 
or next to shrubs. Though fire pits should 
be kept safe distances away from a 
house and other structures, itÕs impor-
tant that theyÕre not placed beneath 
trees or next to shrubs. Shrubs and 
low hanging branches can easily catch 
embers and be lit ablaze, so make sure 
fire pits are not placed in locations that 
increase that risk.

DO clean out seasonal debris. It can 
be tempting to let seasonal debris rest-
ing inside the fire pit burn away during 

the season’s first s’mores session. But 
burning debris poses a serious safety 
risk, as embers can easily be blown out 
of the fire pit and catch nearby trees 
or shrubs or even a home on fire. The 
National Fire Protection Association ad-
vises homeowners that embers blowing 
from a backyard fire pose the same 
threat to homes as if they are from a 

wildfire.
DON’T let fire pits burn near flam-

mable materials. Store firewood piles 
a safe distance away from the fire pit 
while it’s in operation. It may be conve-
nient to keep firewood right next to the 
fire pit while the fire is burning, but that 
increases the risk that embers will land 
on firewood and start a fire outside of 
the pit.

DO check the weather report prior to 
starting the fire. Windy weather increas-
es the risk of embers blowing around and 
potentially landing on the house, other 
structures around the property or trees. 
If the weather report is calling for gust-
ing winds, burn a fire on another night. 

DON’T leave a fire pit fire burning. 
Unattended recreational fires are illegal 
and incredibly dangerous. Homeowners 
should never leave fire pit fires burning 
unattended or allow fires to slowly die 
out overnight. Always extinguish the 
fire before going inside and stop adding 
wood to the fire roughly one hour before 
you plan to go inside. Water or sand can 
be poured on ashes to extinguish the 
fire. Once homeowners are confident a 
fire has been extinguished, ashes can be 
spread around to ensure there are no hot 
spots still burning. If there are, start the 
extinguishing process over again.

A night around the fire pit is a sum-
mertime tradition in many households. 
Safety must be as much a part of such 
traditions as s’mores.

SpartaLive.com
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How to pick the right trees 
for your property

Trees benefit a landscape by serving 
both aesthetic and utilitarian functions. A 
home surrounded by healthy green trees 
can be a sight to behold, and those same 
trees can benefit surrounding plants and 
wildlife at the same time.

As appealing as trees are, not all trees 
and landscapes make for the perfect 
match. The Arbor Day Foundation notes 
the importance of planning when design-
ing a landscape. Planning ensures the 
trees homeowners ultimately choose for 
their properties will grow well in the soil 
and moisture present in their yards. 

Careful consideration of a handful of 
variables can help homeowners deter-
mine which trees will make the best fit for 
their properties.

• Height: Homeowners must consider 
the projected height of a tree before 
planting it. Avoid trees that will bump into 
anything when fully grown, as that can 
adversely affect surrounding greenery 
and pose a safety hazard. The ADFÕs tree 
sizing guide can be accessed at https://
www.arborday.org/trees/rightTreeAnd-
Place/size.cfm and serves as an invaluable 
resource for homeowners who want to 
plant new trees around their properties.

• Canopy spread: Trees grow out as 
well as up, so itÕs important to consider 
their potential width at maturity as well. 
The ADF sizing guide can help homeown-
ers get an idea of how wide a tree is likely 
to be at maturity. Trees that spread out 
quite a bit donÕt necessarily need to be 
avoided, but itÕs important that theyÕre 
planted far enough apart so they donÕt 

adversely affect surrounding plants. In 
addition, wide trees that are planted too 
close together can make the landscape 
appear crowded, taking something away 
from its aesthetic appeal.

• Growth rate: Growth rate is an  im-
portant variable because it can affect 
how quickly homeowners will see changes 
in their landscapes. Homeowners who 
want to plant for privacy can consider 
trees with quick growth rates or purchase 
more mature trees that are already near 
full growth. Those who are not in need of 
instant transformation can try trees with 
slower growth rates, which the ADF notes 
typically live longer than fast-growing 

species.
• Requirements: Different trees require 

different amounts of sun and moisture 
and different soil components to thrive. 
Homeowners can have their soil tested 
to determine which trees will thrive in it. 
Local garden centers can be a great re-

source for homeowners who want insight 
as to which trees will thrive in their local 
climates.

Trees serve many functions on a prop-
erty. Choosing the right trees for a land-
scape requires careful consideration of a 
host of variables.
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VISIT US TODAY FOR THIS LIMITED-TIME OFFER

KubotaUSA.com
*2020 Progressive Farmer Reader Insights Award for Fewest Reported Problems Overall in the category of Small Tractor (Under 100 Horse Power). Award based on 2020 Progressive 
Farmer Readers Insights Tractors Study.  © Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2022. $0 Down, 0% A.P.R. � nancing for up to 60 months on purchases of select new Kubota L2501DT with R4 
Tires at participating dealers in-stock inventory is available to quali� ed purchasers through Kubota Credit Corporation USA; subject to credit approval. Example: 60 monthly payments 
of $16.67 per $1,000 � nanced. Offer expires 6/30/22. Terms subject to change. For complete warranty, disclaimer, safety and product information see dealer or KubotaUSA.com.

Save big on our L Series tractor. They have the versatility to handle every job and a wide 

range of performance-matched attachments. Kubota tractors under 100 HP are rated 

#1 for reliability*. Stop in for a demo and to claim this offer on select models today.

A heavy-duty offer for 
a heavy-duty tractor.

L2501DT       24.8 HP       Durable cast iron and steel design

$0 DOWN   0% APR   60 MONTHS

2KBB03852_Res_Port_L2501DT_F1_3-1_0216.indd

Hix Bros. TRactor
1801 South Jefferson Avenue
Cookeville, Tennessee 38506

931-526-9621

Potters Ace Home Center
132 Churchill Dr • Sparta, TN 38583
(931) 836-2271

We’re at your service
Paint, Tools, Electrical, Plumbing, Hardware, Lawn & Garden,
Lumber, Building Materials. Ace... The Helpful Place
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What to know about outdoor living spaces
Home trends come and go. What was 

popular as recently as a decade ago 
may have lost some luster in the eyes 
of today’s home buyers. Though thatÕs 
historically been the case in regard to 
real estate, outdoor living rooms are one 
relatively recent home trend that figures 
to have a longer shelf life, especially in 
the aftermath of a global pandemic dur-
ing which people were encouraged to 
stay home as much as possible.

Real estate professionals and orga-
nizations like the National Association 
of Home Builders note the popularity of 
outdoor living spaces among prospective 
home buyers, and how that popularity 
has grown in recent years. Outdoor liv-
ing rooms not only appeal to potential 
buyers, they also serve as a means for 
current homeowners to get more out 
of their properties. Homeowners mull-
ing outdoor living space projects should 
consider various factors before deciding 
to go ahead with a project.

• Cost: The home renovation resource 
HomeAdvisor estimates that the average 
cost of an outdoor living space is around 
$7,600. That cost can easily go up de-
pending on where homeowners live and 

the features they want to have in their 
outdoor living spaces. For example, in-
cluding a built-in fire pit in an outdoor liv-
ing space will cost more than purchasing 
a stand-alone fire pit that can be picked 
up and moved. But many homeowners 
feel a built-in fire pit makes an outdoor 
living space even more special.

• Return on investment: Return on in-
vestment is another factor for homeown-
ers to consider as they try to decide if 
they should install outdoor living spaces 
and how to design those areas. Much 
conflicting data about the ROI on out-
door kitchens can be found online, but 
many trusted real estate organizations 
report that such additions do not mes-
merize prospective buyers. Data from 
the American Institute of Architects indi-
cates that outdoor kitchens are routinely 
ranked among the least desirable home 
features, which means homeowners 
should not expect substantial ROI when 
selling their homes. But that built-in fire 
pit? Estimates from the National Asso-
ciation of Realtors suggest fire features 
recover around 67 percent of homeown-
ersÕ initial investment. In addition, 83 
percent of homeowners surveyed by the 

NAR who had installed fire features said 
they had a greater desire to be home af-
ter completing the project.

• Space: An outdoor living space may 
only be as relaxing as the space allows. 
The proximity of neighbors may affect 
privacy levels, which can make it hard 
to enjoy movie night outdoors or curl 
up to quietly read a good book. In ad-

dition, landscaping also may need to be 
addressed if drainage is an issue in the 
backyard. That can add to the cost, and 
drainage concerns may limit the materi-
als homeowners can work with.

Outdoor living spaces are popular. 
Homeowners must consider various fac-
tors before deciding if such spaces are 
for them.

Homeowners choose plants for their 
properties based on a number of vari-
ables. Some may be into growing their 
own foods, while others desire their gar-
dens to be an awe-inspiring mŽlange of 
bright colors and alluring scents. ThereÕs 
no wrong reason to plant a fresh garden, 

but some plants offer extra benefits, 
such as repelling insects. 

Insects can be a nuisance and a threat 
to individualsÕ overall health. According 
to the American Academy of Family Phy-
sicians, insect-borne diseases are viral 
and bacterial illnesses that develop from 

insect bites. Mosquitoes, sand flies and 
fleas are some examples of insects that 
can pass on disease. Fever, chills, head-
ache, and muscle soreness are just a few 
of the more common symptoms linked to 
insect-borne diseases. 

The good news for avid gardeners is 
that certain plants can help repel insects 
and provide the additional benefits like 
fresh food and aesthetic appeal that so 
many people love.

• Basil: The aroma of fresh basil is 
enough to compel any gardener to make 
a place for it in their garden. But thereÕs 
more to fresh basil than its scent, as the 
Farmers Almanac notes it can be used to 
repel mosquitoes and moths.

• Lavender: Fleas, flies, mosquitoes, 
and moths are not fans of this aromatic 
and colorful member of the mint fam-
ily. Bees tend to be drawn to lavender, a 
durable plant that many garden centers 
recommend in areas prone to drought or 
hot summers without much precipitation.

• Mint: Mint is another plant that is 
instantly recognizable for its aroma. But 
mint lovers may not realize that itÕs also 
great for keeping ants at bay. Mint also 
can be used to repel mosquitoes, but 

gardeners with no experience planting 
mint should plant it in pots. ThatÕs be-
cause the Farmers Almanac notes mint 
is an especially aggressive spreader that 
can quickly take over a garden. Separat-
ing mint in pots can prevent it from bul-
lying its way into other plantsÕ domains.

• Lemongrass: Lemongrass is a tropi-
cal grass thatÕs so fragrant itÕs often 
used in perfumes. Lemongrass contains 
citronella, which many people associate 
with repelling mosquitoes. A potted lem-
ongrass plant can repel these unwanted 
guests, keeping them away from decks, 
porches and/or patios all summer long.

• Chrysanthemums: The FarmersÕ Al-
manac¨ recommends using chrysanthe-
mums, which repel a range of insects 
from bedbugs to fleas to ants, as border 
plants around a home. ThatÕs because 
they contain the natural insecticide py-
rethrin, which can serve as something 
of an insect-repelling boundary around 
a home.

Insects are unwanted guests around 
a home each spring, summer and fall. 
Certain plants can help repel insects and 
serve as an eco-friendly alternative to 
insecticides.

Popular insect repellant plants
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Should I DIY?: 3 questions 
to determine if it’s best to 
renovate on your own

A do-it-yourself mentality has taken 
hold in millions of households across 
the globe. Popular television channels 
like HGTV and DIY Network as well as 
accessible home improvement content 
on apps like YouTube has inspired many 
homeowners to tackle renovation proj-
ects around their homes. Taking such 
initiative is admirable, though it also can 
prove costly if homeowners end up biting 
off more than they can chew.

Home improvement videos and televi-
sion shows have a tendency to oversimpli-
fy renovation projects, potentially giving 
homeowners a false sense of confidence 
in their DIY abilities. A concerted effort on 
the part of homeowners to determine if 
itÕs best to renovate on their own or hire 
a professional should always be the first 
step of any renovation project. No two 
homeowners are the same, but the follow-
ing three questions can help homeowners 
determine if DIY is their best option.

1. Can I afford to DIY?
Professional home improvement proj-

ects are costly for a variety of reasons. 
Materials can be costly, but so are the 
tools and labor necessary to do the job 
right. Homeowners may not have the 
tools necessary to complete complicated 
projects. Specialty tools can be expensive 
to purchase or even rent, and the cost of 
acquiring such tools should be included in 
any DIY project cost estimates. Labor also 
factors heavily into professional projects, 
and for good reason. Talented contrac-
tors have unique skills that have been de-
veloped and perfected over many years. 
Those skills can ensure projects are com-
pleted quickly and correctly. Labor may 
seem costly, but such costs may ultimate-
ly prove to be a bargain compared to the 
cost of fixing DIY mistakes. Projects that 
are minor in scope and donÕt require the 
use of potentially costly specialty tools 
may be better suited for weekend war-
riors than more complicated renovations.

2. Do I have the time? 
Homeowners must determine how 

much time they have to complete a proj-
ect before deciding to do it themselves. 
No one wants to spend months staring at 

an unfinished renovation project. Home-
owners who are already pressed for time 
may not be able to complete projects in 
a timely fashion, which can make homes 
less comfortable and even less safe.

3. Can I pull this off?
DIY projects can instill homeowners 

with a sense of pride in their homes, but 
itÕs imperative that homeowners consid-
ering the DIY option conduct an honest 
assessment of their skills. A lack of reno-
vation experience does not necessarily 
mean a homeowner cannot successfully 
complete a DIY project. But in such in-
stances, it may be best to start with 
small, straightforward projects and then 
gradually move up to bigger, more com-
plicated projects as skills are fine tuned. 
And homeowners who have never been at 
their best with a hammer in hand should 
not be ashamed to leave the work to the 
professionals.

Television shows and online tutorials 
can make renovations appear easier than 
they actually are. Homeowners consider-
ing DIY renovations can ask themselves 
a handful of questions to determine if 
they’re ready for the challenge of renovat-
ing their homes on their own. 
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OPEN: Mon-Fri 8 am - 4 pm
I-40 Exit 320 • 297 Sweeney Drive • Crossville
CrossvilleInc.com

TILE OUTLET STORE
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SPRINGTIME
BRINGS FRESH STARTS


